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WHO   ALONE   DESTROYS   HERESIES, who IS OUT GREATEST

HOPE, yea, the ENTIRE GROUND OF OUR HOPE1. May
she exert her patronage to draw down an efficacious
blessing on our desires, our plans, and proceedings in
the present straitened condition of the Lord's flock.
We will also implore, in humble prayer, from Peter,
the prince of the Apostles, and from his fellow-Apostle
Paul, that you may all stand as a wall to prevent any
other foundation than what hath been laid; and sup-
ported by this cheering hope, we have confidence that
the author and finisher of faith, Jesus Christ, will at
last console us all in the tribulations which have found
us exceedingly."

"To you, venerable brethren, and the flocks com-
mitted to your care, we most lovingly impart, as
auspicious of celestial help, the Apostolic Benediction.
Given at Borne from St. Mary Major's, August 15th,
the Festival of the Assumption of the same blessed
Virgin Mary, the year of our Lord 1832, of our Pon-
tificate the Second."

How deplorable a change, how melancholy a dege-
neracy is here evinced from the faith, and hopes, and
sentiments of Christian bishops in days of old! In the
expressed hopes of Leo and Flavianus, you will seek
in vain for any reference or allusion " to the blessed
Virgin Mary, as the destroyer of heresies, the greatest
hope, the entire ground of a Christian's hope;" you will
in vain seek for any exhortation for the faithful "to
raise their eyes to her in order to obtain a merciful
and happy issue.5' Equally vain would be your search
for any "imploring in humble prayer," of Peter and
Paul, or any even distant allusion to help from them.

1 On this word there is a note of reference to S. Bern. Serm. de
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